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Minutes from the December 3, 2016 meeting of the LMWCC board of trustees held at the Elk 

Township Hall. 

 

In attendance: Greg Block, Dale Downes, Joyce Durdel, Tim Phillips, Dan Sernick, Armas 

Soorus, David Spruance, Jim Squier 

 

Guest: Jackie McKellar, Cool Lake Property Owners Assn. 

 

Absent: Evelyn Furman, John Miller, Joe Rogers 

 

ADMINISTRATIVE: 
 

President, Tim Phillips called the meeting to order at 10:04 AM and the minutes of the 

November board meeting were approved without objection. 

 

Dan Sernick presented the Treasurer’s Report: 

  

 $8,000 has been transferred to the LMWCC Watershed Management  Plan Fund 

 with MCCF in hopes that it will help generate monies for the development of the 

 watershed management plan. 

 

 There was a discussion of the book-keeping problems associated with the Pay Pal 

 account, and it was decided that any payment made through that account should be 

 considered a membership renewal. 

 

 Cash on hand — $46,903.88 

 

 Jim Squier moved to accept the report, seconded by Armas Soorus. It was approved 

 without objection. 

 

Jackie McKellar of the Cool Lake Property Owners Assn. discussed the problems  associated 

with addressing the deteriorating condition of the 11½ Mile Rd crossings  over Stronach Creek. 

The township has paid $17,196 for an engineering and DEQ environmental study for the 

remediation of the problem, but the actual work is projected to cost $431,110 with no group or 



agency stepping forward to assume  leadership of the project. It was decided that the LMWCC 

board would provide Jackie with an assertively worded letter our support for the undertaking of 

the project. 

 

PROJECT STATUS: 
  

 1. The board is still attempting to make known to NFS that we are willing to work 

 with them to remediate erosion sites #53 & #54 located on federal land. 

 

 2. The repair of the berm across Syers Creek is awaiting final funding  for the 

 project. NRCS has provided $27,500 for the development of a plan; LMWCC has 

 committed $10,000 in support, and CRA has requested up to $40,000 in grant  monies 

for the completion of the project. 

 

 3. Volunteer projects: The H20 quality testing and the macro-invertebrate studies  will be 

conducted in the spring. Joyce Durdel has proposed adopting MiCOR  criteria for the bug 

study and reducing the number of sampling sites to three to be  selected by the board at a 

future meeting. 

 

 4. A potential erosion site mid-way between Johnson and DeWitt bridges will be 

 examined for possible remediation. 

 

 5. Three sites will be identified in Section III of the TU Habitat Assessment Report 

 for installation of fish habitat structures to be completed in 2017. 

 

 6. The board is waiting for the final report of the CRA led project on  the Gillhespy 

 property including electro-shocking results. CRA, with input from the LMWCC  board 

is looking for an appropriate site for a potential channelization project. 

 

 7. Site #63 (of the 2014 CRA Erosion Survey) is to be completed by Dec. 2016. Sites 

 #36 and #37 have been remediated. 

  

 For 2017, severe sites 53, 54, 66, 67 remain from 2016’s to-do list, and 12 moderate 

 sites have been identified, 5 on state held land and 7 on  private property. CRA is to 

 begin permitting process for the state sites. 

 

 8. An asphalt section has been placed in front of the Johnson Bridge canoe ramp  to 

impede further deterioration of the bank. LMWCC has paid $500 to cover the  cost. 

 

WATERSHED MANAGEMENT PLAN: 
 

Armas Soorus reported that the Watershed Plan Fund held by Manistee County Community 

Fund is not growing and is insufficient to meet the costs of  writing the plan as proposed by 

Public Sector Consultants. The steering committee has contacted Edward Hoogterp of Networks 

Northwest who may be able to assume the project at considerable less cost. 

 

 



NEW BUSINESS: 
 

 1.  Greg Block has agreed to oversee projects. 

 

 2. A short discussion of advertising and corporate sponsorship. 

 

 3. It was agreed that trustees would each compile a list of desired aspects of the 

 website for the February meeting in order to devise a strategy for easing the burden 

 and responsibilities for our web master, Anna Rogers. 

 

 4. The LMWCC participation of the Healing Waters project is  withering on the 

 vine (I think dying a slow death was the phrase used). 

 

 5. President Phillips encouraged the board members to begin thinking about the  2017 

annual meeting. 

 

 6. Neal Shock is the new DEQ contact for the Little Manistee River. 

  

 7. The NFS is soliciting special use permits for canoe/kayak liveries. 

 

 

NEXT MEETING FEBRUARY 4, 2017 

 

 

HAPPY HOLIDAYS EVERYONE!!! 

 
 

 

 

Submitted by David L. Spruance, December 5, 2016 

 
 
 
 
 

 

 


